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Secondary memory is where programs and data are kept on a long-term basis.
Common secondary storage devices are the hard disk and optical disks.

« The hard disk has enormous storage capacity compared to main memory.
« The hard disk is usually contained inside the case of a computer.

« The hard disk is used for long-term storage of programs and data.

« Data and programs on the hard disk are organized into files.

. Afileisa collection of data on the disk that has a name.

You know that processor memory, also known as primary memory, is expensive
as well as limited. The faster primary memory is also volatile. If we need to
store large amount of data or programs permanently, we need a cheaper and
permanent memory. Such memory is called secondary memory. Here we will
discuss secondary memory devices that can be used to store large amount of
data, audio, video and multimedia files.

Characteristics of Secondary Memory

These are some characteristics of secondary memory, which distinguish it from
primary memory —

. ltis non-volatile, i.e. it retains data when power is switched off
« ltis large capacities to the tune of terabytes
« ltis cheaper as compared to primary memory

Depending on whether secondary memory device is part of CPU or not, there
are two types of secondary memory — fixed and removable.
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Examples of secondary memory:

Hard Disk Drive
CD Drive

DVD Drive

Pen Drive

Blue Ray Disk
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